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Special Meeting


CALL TO ORDER
The Special Meeting was held by the East Village Growth Cell Committee (EVGC) virtually on August 31, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. Councilmen Riggenbach called the meeting to order @ 6:02 p.m.


ROLL CALL
Roll call showed the following Commissioners were present: Ed Peszek, Marilyn Mosely, Ilthea Sugg, Shannon Techie, Robert Wilton, Richard Mitchell - 6. Absent was, Jessie McGown Jr., Bob Anderson, Steve Katlack and Kevin Evans - 4.
Council Liaison Present: Third District Councilman Riggenbach
Staff present: Senior Urban Planner Kerilyn Weick and Associate Management Analyst Abigail Youngblood
Citizens present: Jane Genzel
MINUTES
The minutes for the August 31, 2021 meeting were reviewed. 

MOTION:
Commissioner Mosely moved that the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wilton. Approved unanimously by viva voce vote 6-0. 

REGULAR BUSINESS
A. Committee Work Plan for 2022

Staff Member Weick described the nature of the meeting regarding completing a work plan for the year 2022 in the East Village. 

Staff Member Weick described recent suggestions presented to City staff regarding improvements in the East Village community along the Wisconsin corridor and Nebraska Avenue. 

Councilman Riggenbach stated outreach for the housing program has been discussed numerous times and should be considered a top priority for the committee. Councilman Riggenbach gave an update to committee members regarding sidewalk and lighting improvements along the Wisconsin and Nebraska corridor. 

Committee members questioned the type of sidewalk and lightening that would be installed. 

Committee members and Councilman Riggenbach decided to choose advocating for improved lightening along Nebraska and Wisconsin as an action item for 2022 on the Committee Work Plan for 2022. 

Committee members discussed working with local property and business owners to find out the needs in the area. 

Committee member Techie stated another program that would assist business owners along Wisconsin, Kansas and Nebraska could be beneficial. 

Committee members discussed utilizing Economic Development’s and Kevin Evans resources to assist business owners.

Councilman Riggenbach discussed walking door to door with various City staff and committee members to businesses and discussing their needs. 

Committee member Suggs asked about creating a survey for the business owners and creating a list of the businesses and owners that would be met with. 

Committee members added housing program outreach to the 2022 Work Plan. Committee members discussed looking at previous outreach efforts and utilizing the school to inform parents through a flyer for the housing program. 

Committee members discussed creating tours of the East Village like tours done in the First District. 

Jane Genzel spoke about her role regarding the East Village Housing Program at her organization. She also discussed methods for outreach regarding the housing program. 

Committee members began working on the responsibilities, timelines, and outcomes for various goals.

Councilman Riggenbach agreed to take the lead for the TIF funds supporting lighting along the Wisconsin corridor working with Public Works.

Committee members discussed business surveys and visits to assist property owners. Staff Member Weick discussed talking with Kevin Evans from Economic Development to assist with the visits and survey. Committee members Ed Peszek and Shannon Techie offered to assist with the survey as well. 

Committee members stated they would like to meet with 50% of the business owners along the Wisconsin corridor. Councilmen Riggenbach stated he would like to ensure business and property owners are aware of the resources and programs for the East Village. 

Committee member Suggs agreed to distribute the school flyer throughout her school to help promote the housing program. Councilmen Riggenbach stated having a flyer for the summer as citizens begin working on their homes. It was suggested to hold a meeting at the community center with the Community Engagement Committee to assist with the promotion of the program. 

Councilmen Riggenbach volunteered to support the district tour.

Committee member Techie stated she would like to work with the new Land Bank to evaluate vacant or City owned properties within the East Village. 

Citizens Opportunity to Address the Committee
ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Chairperson Mitchell moved that the meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Committee Member Katlack. Approved unanimously by viva voce vote 6-0.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:16 p.m.
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