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CITY OF PEORIA – PEORIA URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY BOARD

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2025, MEETING MINUTES


ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS PRESENT: Matt Freeman, Else Hayes, Ella Maxwell, Amy McLaren, Randy Swenson, Doug McCarty – 6

MEMBERS ABSET: Mike Price, Brian Probst  – 2

OTHERS PRESENT: Darren Graves, Shawn Johnson, Sie Maroon, Cheryl Barnett, KJ Mathews, Joyce (resident), Kevin (COP) - 4
ANNOUNCEMENTS, ETC.
Trees Forever accepting grant applications
MINUTES

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF THE PUFAB 
September 3, 2024 MINUTES
Kevin mentioned “Nationalists” in item number 3 be changed to “Naturalists” and “infiltration” in item number 4 be changed to “inflation”. McCarty motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Freeman; approved with a unanimous verbal vote.

AGENDA ITEMS
ITEM NO. 1	Update from Forestry Supervisor
Johnson advised Public Works has already been awarded a $50,000 planting grant from Trees Forever with the goal of planting 120 trees total (approximately 30/yr); focus will be placed on planting in disadvantaged areas of the city.  

Public Works also has a $50,000 tree removal grant, working with Jimax to remove trees that have poor or critical ratings; seven trees have been removed so far, with 23 total expected to be removed. The removals of the dead trees do include stump removals.  Also, partnering with Community Development to try to have dead trees that are in the right of way on vacant lots removed as part of Community Development’s vacant lot clearing grant.

Forestry goal is to plant 100 trees this year, 76 have been planted year to date.  

Forestry will be working to update the city’s tree inventory.  The current record was last taken in 2013.  Hopes are that the new Opengov system will allow for more accurate and up-to-date records to be kept.

ITEM NO. 2	Update from Green Infrastructure Coordinator
Graves advised Green Infrastructure to update several basins with prairie plants for better stormwater management and to encourage pollinators.  This project started in May 2025 and will continue for another four years.  40,000 plugs have been planted so far of wild hyacinth, frank’s sedge, gray’s sedge, Pennsylvania sedge, plains prickly pear, and stiff goldenrod. Work has been focused on Orange Prairie, Adams/Persimmon St, MacArthur Hwy, and Northmoor Rd. Also, removing invasive species from those areas.  Details can be found at https://www.peoriagov.org/697/Construction-Projects-Meeting-Informatio. 

Pollinators have been spotted in the prairie areas; pictures are taken and shared on the City of Peoria Facebook page.

Signs are currently posted that say, “Prairie in Progress”.  Public Works is looking to have these replaced or supplemented with more visual and educational signs regarding the benefits of native planting.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS
						None.
NEW BUSINESS
McCarty recommended PUFAB to have a booth at the Greater Peoria Farm Show being held December 2-4, 2025.  Mathews offered to investigate this as it may be past the cut-off for applications.  May require a special meeting to be held in November for further discussion and planning.
McCarty requested additional trees be planted at Springdale Cemetery.  Several of the trees planted this year have died suddenly for unknown reasons despite proper care. 
Maxwell suggested the board design and adopt a logo to be used on all communications and promotional materials to raise awareness of the city’s forestry board.  Mathews offered to provide graphic design support.  Options will be reviewed and voted on at the next regular meeting.

CITIZENS’ OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE
Anyone wishing to make a public comment can do so by sending those comments to Public Works, by 12:00 p.m. on September 2, 2025, Public comments can be sent to the public works department, in writing, at publicworks@peoriagov.org or via fax at 309-494-8855. The email or fax should be labeled “public comment for September 2, 2025 PUFAB Committee Meeting,” and we ask that you include your name and address. 

Citizens wishing to address an item not on the agenda should contact a commission member prior to the meeting.  All other public input will be heard under public comment near the end of the committee meeting.
NEXT MEETING
December 2, 2025

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further discussion, Freeman motioned to adjourn the meeting; Hayes seconded. Meeting adjourned at 1:05PM. 


CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS AN ITEM NOT ON THE AGENDA SHOULD CONTACT A COMMISSION MEMBER PRIOR TO THE MEETING.  ALL OTHER PUBLIC INPUT WILL BE HEARD UNDER PUBLIC COMMENT NEAR THE END OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING.

NOTE: THE ORDER IN WHICH AGENDA ITEMS ARE CONSIDERED MAY BE MOVED FORWARD OR DELAYED BY AT LEAST 2/3 VOTE OF THE COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT.
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